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Leadership Based Bible Stories 
Lessons From Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 

 
Discussion Points 

 
1. Read John 4:1-43.   

• Jesus met a woman from Samaria at Jacob’s well.  It was noon and Jesus being 
worn out from the journey asked the woman for a drink of water.  It was 
common knowledge that Jews did not associate with Samaritans because they 
felt that Samaritans were unclean.  They also usually did not talk to women, so 
the woman was surprised that Jesus would ask her for water. During this 
encounter Jesus went on to tell her about her “husbands” and through this 
exchange He told her that he was the Messiah.  She immediately left her water 
jar, went into town and told them about Jesus who she had met at the well.  As a 
result, many Samaritans listened to Jesus and believed.   
          

2. What is the setting of this story?   

• Jesus is walking from the Judean countryside to Galilee, about a 70-mile trip. 

• He purposely walks through Samaria.  John 4:4 says, “He had to go through 
Samaria.” 

• He ends up at Jacob’s well in the heat of the day and sends His disciples into Sychar, 
a town, to buy food. 

• He encounters the Samaritan Woman at Jacob’s well. 

• The setting is one in daily life.   
    

3. What does scripture tell us about the Samaritan Woman? 

• Verse 7 tells us that she is “a woman of Samaria”.  She was from a mixed race 
(Samaritan) and was looked down upon.  

• She had five husbands and relationships with at least six men.  See verses 16-18. 

• The woman may have been strongly disliked, if not hated, by the people of the town 
and region, she probably came to the well at noon to avoid other women. 

• We do not even know her name. 

• She must have had some type of credentials for when she went back into town, she 
told the people about her encounter with Jesus.  As a result, they left the town and 
made their way to Jesus to find out for themselves.  See verses 4:28-30.   
 

4. What lessons can we take away from Jesus purposely walking through Samaria and 
calling on the Samaritan Woman at Jacob’s well? 

• God uses all people to help advance His Kingdom.  Through the Samaritan woman’s 
encounter with Christ, she was transformed and, in turn, reached many others in the 
town.  See verses 4:39-41. 
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• Just like Chief Tax Collector Zacchaeus, the story shows that all one needs is a 
genuine, life changing encounter with Christ. See Luke 19:1-11.    

• The story happens out in the world; living sent as Jesus went from place to place.  

• Jesus smashes ethnic boundaries and shows His disciples and us that we are to reach 
all lost people. 

• Christ purposely chose to go through Samaria with obvious intent to talk to the 
Samaritan woman, and, as a result, many more became believers’  See verse 4:41.  
 

5. Why did Christ seek out the Samaritan Woman? 

• He was interested in saving souls and knew that she could be a resource to reach 
people in the town of Sychar. 

• He taught the disciples to smash ethnic boundaries and reach unlovable and outcast 
people. 

• Last time, a rich tax collector was used. This time it is an outcast woman, living in sin. 

• Jesus picked just the right person to do the job.   
  

6. Summary of Lessons from the Samaritan Woman 

• Jesus smashes ethnic boundaries and reaches and uses unlovable, outcast people as 
well as the rich, like Chief Tax Collector Zacchaeus.  See Luke 19:1-11. 

• He will use us all to help build His Kingdom.  

• He gives us opportunities to live sent in our daily walk.  

• He used the Samaritan Woman to help transform the town of Sychar. 


