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Leadership Based Bible Stories 
Lessons from Aquila and Priscilla 

 
 

Discussion Points 
 
1. Icebreaker questions and questions to guide the discussion: 

• Who was your best friend when you were growing up?  When did you last see each 
other? 

• What have you spent the most volunteer hours doing at your church? 

• What surprises you most in this passage? 

• What impresses you most about Aquila and Pricilla? 

• Which of Priscilla and Aquila’s joint ventures appeals the most to you? 

• In their lives, Priscilla and Aquila encountered Paul and Apollos – one was a teacher to 
them and one they taught.  Who has been a mentor in your life? 

• What did your mentor do that was most helpful to you? 

• Who is someone you have mentored or are mentoring now?  What do you think is the 
most important thing you can pass on to another person? 

• Which gifts do you feel you might have that God has given you for Christian service? 

• How could your present job be “tentmaking” to support your family while you engage in 
God’s kingdom work? 

 
2. Read Acts Chapter 18 and additional readings of Romans 16:3-5, 1 Corinthians 16:19 and 2 

Timothy 4:19. 
 

3. What is the setting of this story?  

• They met Paul in Corinth during his second missionary journey. 

• They had just been expelled from Rome by Emperor Claudius’s decree against the Jews. 

• They were originally from Rome, moved to Corinth, then Ephesus. 
 
4. What do we know about Aquila and Priscilla? 

• They were husband and wife serving together. 

• They worshipped God. 

• They were in business together as tent makers. (They had been trained in tentmaking 
cutting and sewing the woven cloth of goats’ hair into tents. Tents were used to house 
soldiers, so these tents may have been sold to the Roman army. As a tentmaker, Paul 
was able to go wherever God let him, carrying his livelihood with him.) 

• They traveled with the apostle Paul and helped start the church at Ephesus. 

• Their home was a meeting place for other who wanted to grow in Christ. 
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• They taught Apollos (a learned Jew from Alexandria) the foundations of the Christian 
faith. 

• They were close friends of Paul. 

• Their home was as movable as the tents they made to support themselves. 

• They opened their home to Paul, and he joined them in tentmaking. He shared with 
them his wealth of spiritual wisdom. 

 
5. What lessons can we take away from the story of Aquila and Priscilla? 

• The Christian home is still one of the best tools for spreading the gospel.  Do guests find 
Christ in your home? 

• They were a married couple who knew how to make the most out of life…together.  

• They complimented each other and built on each other’s strengths. 

• Their united efforts affected those around them. 

• Couples can have an effective ministry together. 

• The home is a valuable tool for evangelism. 

• Every believer needs to be well educated in the faith, whatever his or her role in the 
church. 
 

6. How did God use Aquila and Priscilla? 

• They are a professional and personal model for us – that a person would have two 
arenas in which to serve God, the workplace and the church. 

• They combined the gospel with practical work. To be an example of industry and 
meaningful work while contributing to others.  

• He used them to advance the Gospel. 

• He used them to mentor. 

• Paul included this professional couple – a couple in which Priscilla seems to have taken 
the leading role in spiritual instruction – among his special circles of “co-workers.” 
 

Note: 
This facilitator discussion was prepared by Ms. Cheryl Jaggers.   
Excerpts from the following sources were used: 

•  “The Serendipity Bible for Personal and Small Group Study”, Zondervan Bibles: Grand 
Rapids, MI and Serendipity House:  Littleton, CO, 1998. 

• Stevens, R. Paul, “Work Matters, A Biblical Perspective on Labor,” W.M. B. Eerdmans, 
2011. 

• “The Life Application Study Bible – New Living Translation.” Tyndale House Publishers, 
Inc. Carol Stream, IL. 2004. 
 


