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Top Work Life Issues  
Responding to Competition  

 
Discussion Points 
 
1. Read Romans 12:9-21 Christian Ethics 

• Paul writes this letter about A.D. 57, from Corinth, as he was preparing for his visit to 
Rome. It was meant to introduce himself to Romans and provide his statement of faith.  

• Verse 17 tells us to “give careful thought to do what is honorable in everyone’s eyes”?  
Why do you think that is important?      

o Love others despite their sins as Christ did for us by displaying God’s grace and 
love in our lives.   

o Right actions can often lead to right feelings. 
o Put others first. 

• Paul points out in verse 20 that the Lord says “If your enemy is hungry, feed him.  If he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink.  For in doing so you will be heaping fiery coals on 
his head”.   

• What does “heaping fiery coals on his head” mean?  
o By treating our enemies with kindness, maybe they will become ashamed and 

turn from their evil ways.  
o Kindness may turn enemies into friends. 

• What do we do if kindness is perceived as weakness or does not work?  
 

2. Read 2 Kings 6:8-23.  The Aramean War  

• Elisha was the key person in the scripture, with the events happening sometime 
between 848 B.C.-797 B.C.  The Arameans had planned an attack on Israel and had 
surrounded the city of Dothan.   

• Read verse 16 & 17.  It appeared that Israel was outnumbered.  They were afraid.  
Except for Elisha.  He prayed that the Lord would open his servant’s eyes and let him 
see.    

o When Elisha’s servant got a supernatural view what did he see?  
o What does this teach us about faith?    

• As the story goes, the Aramean Army was captured when the Lord struck them with 
blindness.  In verse 22, when Elisha was asked if they should kill them, Elisha answered 
“Don’t kill them.  Do you kill those you have captured with your sword or your bow?  Set 
food and water in front of them so they can eat and drink and go to their master”.   
 

3. Read Proverbs 25:21-22.   

• These verses say if you give your enemy food and drink you will “heap burning coals on 
his head and the Lord will reward you”.  It’s important to note that to “heap…coals on 
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his head” does not imply vengeance because God does not reward vengeance…it may 
refer to the shame an enemy feels when his assaults are met with good deeds”.* 

 
4. Read Matthew 5:44.  Love Your Enemies 

• Christ encourages us to pray for those that hurt us. 

• By returning good for evil, we are trusting God to balance all accounts and for Him to be 
the ultimate Judge.    
 

5. Additional Discussion 

• How hard is it to let God handle those who treat us or our businesses/organizations 
unfairly? 

• How do we compete fairly and ethically? 

• How do we respond to competitors and competitors that lie?   
 
*CSB Study Bible, notes   


