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The Leadership Style of Jesus 
How to Make A Lasting Impact 

By Michael Youssef 
 

Part 2: The Qualities of Leadership 
Chapter 5, Courage 
 
Text Summary Notes and Discussion Questions 

 
1. Introduction  

• Muhammad’s follower’s today number over one billion people. Islam, Muhammad’s 
founded religion, is one of the fastest growing religions on earth, p. 53.  

• He promised multiple blessings, bribes, to his early converts, p. 53. 

• The gospels record this simple message from Jesus, “Follow me” (John 1:43).  He made 
no great promises and often talked about the cost of following Him, p. 53. 

• “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3), p. 54. 

• Jesus’ theme: “But I’m not selling anything.  I’m preaching the truth:  You must be born 
again,” p. 55. 
 

2. No Compromise 

• Jesus did not flatter or cater to the influential.  He broke all the rules of salesmanship, p. 
55.  

• Jesus showed courage bordering on audacity.  He would not water down His message 
whether it was a Pharisee elite or the lowest outcast member of society… He was the 
epitome of authentic leadership, p. 55.       

• “WE HAD BETTER HAVE THE COURAGE TO DEFEND OUR VIEWS BOLDLY AND WITHOUT 
COMPROMISE, OR WE WILL CEASE TO BE LEADERS. AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP IS MARKED 
BY BOLDNESS, COURAGE, AND CONVICTION”, p. 56.  

• When we take a courageous stand, we are Christ like in character, p. 56.” 

• Jesus always spoke the truth in love, p. 56.  
 

3. A Courageous Stand for Integrity 

• Authentic leaders need to stand for the truth and for their values, p. 57. 

• …do the right thing, say the right thing, and send a message to our culture, even if it 
seems to make no practical difference, p. 58.  He sent us into the world to be faithful 
and to speak the truth, p. 58.  

• Because leadership is sometimes uncomfortable, that is why leadership takes courage, 
p. 58. 

• Martin Luther stood for what was right knowing that it could cost him his life, p. 59.  
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• …Answer God’s call and step onto the battlefield. Again, and again, Christian leaders 
have stepped forward and altered the course of history, p. 59. 

• We must be prepared to answer that same call, p. 60.  
 

4. Courage Goes to Work 

• The story of Jim who refuses to cheat taxpayers by collecting money for work that never 
happened, p. 60. 

• Paul showed the Galatians that we are to please God and not follow man:  “If I were still 
trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ” (Galatians 1: 10), p. 61.  
 

5. Nicodemus:  The Rest of the Story 

• Nicodemus, the Pharisee, stands up for Christ, after a prior radical encounter with 
Christ, when religious leaders meet to condemn Christ without a trail, p. 61.  

• Later, after the crucifixion of Christ, Nicodemus goes with Joseph of Arimathea, and 
brings one hundred pounds of burial spices.  This was an act of great courage as the 
Romans and Jewish leaders could have easily decided to also kill him.    
 

6. Principle 5 

• In my servant leadership, I can have the courage for every leadership battle, p. 62.   
 

Discussion Questions 

• How do we boldly defend our Christian values and beliefs in the world today?  

• Are you prepared to step onto the battlefield for Christ? How?  
 
Text summary notes and discussion questions are prepared by Living Sent Ministries for use in Christian 
Executive Groups.  Book purchase is required.   

 


